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A Message from the President
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First, I wish to thank all of you on behalf of our 2010 Team, for electing us to serve you.
This year we are focused on providing value to You, the members. The Board had met on
Jan 10, 2010 and developed a full year plan with schedules, which was already e-mailed
to you. We are in the process of establishing polices and practices to run HATS on a
sustainable business model for serving the community. We wish to make HATS as an
organization which is grooming future leaders for non-profit and profit worlds. Plcase
participate in the functions and come forward to lead this Organization. Together, we can
make HATS as a Learning, Serving, Networking and, Exciting Organization!

Ray Kathiresan Ph.D
President, HATS

Beena Krishnamurthy, Sivakumar Muthu, Dr.Pratheesh Visvanathan (General Board of Directors)
Dr. Ray kathiresan (President)

Prabakaran Seshan (Vice President)

Srinivasan Subramanian(Secretary)

Ramkumar Duraiswamy(Joint Secretary)

Ravi Venkatasubramanian(Treasurer)

Srinivas Venkatakrishnan (Joint Treasurer)

Bharathi Pratheesh (Communication Director)

Deepa Swaminathan(Entertainment Director)

Nirmala Prabakaran (Food Director)

Krishnamurthy Varadha (Youth Director)

Communication Committee: Shanmu Ramkumar , Bharane

Entertainment Committee: Apsara Madapoosi, Kashuri Sankar Damodharan, Subramanian Muniasamy
Food Committee: Padmini saiganesh, Latha Ram, Anu Mukundan

Youth Committee: Rajit Krishnamurthy
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ENNAI THERIYUMA? _ DO YOU KNOW ME?

Perunthalaivar Kamarasar Great Leader Kamarajar

- Meena Ravi
Dear readers:

Welcome to the new series Ennai Theriyuma? Let us all get in to the HATS time machine and
punch in a date from the past that we would like to visit. It does not matter even if we pick a random date. The
great land of Thamizh Nadu has gifted the world with numerous inspirational leaders that we could find a few at
any given time.

When | first stepped in to the machine, | could not come up with a date. | just decided to go with
the date on the calendar - April 13. It was Thamizh Puththandun a a | (Tamil New Year ds
auspicious enough for me to start on my new venture i time travel! | punched in the numbers and decided to be
very | ogi cal and used eenie meenie mynie mo to pick

19547

FLASH é6ZOOMéBOOOMé | waSsGeorge FdrtrCbennai Tanfil Nadun ktook me a while to
recognize the place with so many green trees and less number of buildings yet the stature of the building
unfailingly told me it housed the chief of the state and his assembly.

| could clearly see that | did not pick an ordinary day to try my flying machine. There were
hundreds of people going in and out of the building. More and more people were arriving and gathering around
the capitol building.

A big procession of mémtclad fAvewhiti® pPplhisaadi
shouting AThennattu Gandhi Vazhga!o (Long | ive Ganc
(Long live the uneducated (!) genius).

| became curious. I started g u eignificantegof theydaybMy a
brain flashed my history grades in front of my eyes and advised me to ask someone instead.

AfAyya vanakkamo

i Amma V a kiatkelgentiednan looked at me up and down. | started was hoping | was not
looking very odd and made a mental note to myself to do my research and wear time appropriate costume
before | punched those dates.

AfAyya, innikku yedhavadhu visheshangal aalbét |
his eyebrows would not have risen higher if he had seen an alien.
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AAmma, iinnikku pudhu varusham porakkudhu! Ath
porakkudhamma! Namma periya ayya mudhal amaichar agir-r
but also we are all stepping in to a prosperous future! Qurleader s becoming the AChHI

The conviction in his voice and the dream in his eyes told me that these words were from the bottom of his heart.
These were not flattery for personal gains. Hmmmé

AiPerunt hal avar Kamar assinggrod@aciehredall thie cab vebs frommy p a's
brain and | was subjected to instant elation! It was the swearing-in ceremony of the new chief
minister of Tamil Nadu Thiru. Kamarajar. It was a historic moment just for the reason that Thiru.

Kamaraj nominated C. Subramaniam and M. Bhakthavatsalam, who had contested his leadership,

to the newly formed cabinet . Do you want to know the portfolio offered to these two ministers?

1 M. Bhaktavatsalam: Minister in charge of Agriculture, Forests, Fisheries, Cinchona, Rural Welfare,
Community Projects, Nati onal E x t estrissiandrLab8uc dne Anienal  W(¢
Husbandry and Veterinary.

1 C. Subramaniam: Minister in charge of Finance, Food, Education, Elections and Information and Publicity
and Law (Courts and Prisons)

Thiru. Kamaraj, who only received formal education upto sixth grade, possessed the wisdom to evaluate great
scholors and give them the responsibility that fits their capacity. He was able to set aside their principle differences
that he had with others and exploit the expertise that the people of his country can benefit from them. No wonder he
was known as the AKing Makero.

| decided to move away from the thronging crowd and
Ammal. Whether it was the elation that her son is becoming the Chief Minister of the state of Madras or the tears of
joy that filled her eyes, I did not receive the | ook
interview | managed to extract out of her.

Me: Vanakkam Amma!

Sivakami Ammal: Vanakam!

Me: Could you kindly tell me a little bit about your son?

Sivakami Ammal: (After a moment of silence, she heaved a big sigh) Where do you want me to start? My Raja -

that is how | always called him- was born in Viruduppatti (Virudunagar). July 15, 1903 is when he was born. My
husband (she hesitated to say her husbandés name. So

was Kumarasamyo).

Sivakami Ammal: (continued) He was a coconut wholesale dealer. My mother in law fondly named our child
Kamatchi. When our son was about to go to school my husband put both the names together and registered him as

Kamar aj u. He was a very brillian student. | tandwaefa | us
teacherds house). Yet my Raja was very ineterested i
But, when his father passed away suddenly, my Raja took the responsibility of the family on his shoulders and

dropped out of schoo | . He went to work in his uncleds clothes

by the cruelty with which hundrends of innocent public were massacred at the JalianWala Bhag incident. Congress
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decided not to stop until we got our freedom. Many great leaders conducted meetings all over India and pleaded
people to wake up and join the struggle for freedom. My Raja always had an avid interest in what was going on
with the country. He was influenced by these pleas and joined Congress as a full time worker at the age of 16!

Me: (While she stopped to reminisce, | talked to the relative) So how long have you been associated with Smt.
Sivakami Ammal?

Relative: Not for long. She is a very self sufficient and hard working lady. Just like Ayya (Thiru.Kamarajar) is. Ayya
has been in politics since 1919. He was offered many positions all through his life. He never wanted to hold a
position that he thought he ¢ o uApédrsonwho hoti®a ppstievenifitiga t o
honorary one, should act properly. If he is not able to function properly he should not hold that post." He was the
leader of the Congress party itself. Yet he has not bought one cent (measure of land) of land in his name or any of
his relativesdé name!

Me: Wow! You have No idea how impressed | am. In the time period | live, politicians occupy unclaimed lands.
They send henchmen to grab lands owned by others by force.

Relative: (Looked at me dubiously) what do you mean?
Me: Oh, forget it. | am just a story writer. | got carried away. You please continue.

Sivakami Ammal: (Returning back from a short break) He underwent all the cruel punishments of the British
regime. He was jailed in every jail through out Tamil Nadu. He was undeterred. It was obvious he wanted to
dedicate his life for the service of the public. My brother and | tried to get him married a couple of times. We
thought a family would tie him down. He bluntly refused. He stayed single!

Me: (I could see the disappointment in her tone) | understand your feelings amma. Yet, the nation thanks you for
giving us such a great son.

Sivakami Ammal: Yes. | get that a lot. | am proud of him too. Did you know my Raja, who only studied up to First
Form (6th grade) educated himself while he was imprisoned? He actually knows about every inch of this state,
every small lake to every nook and corner? He promised me to give our Tamil children, every possible opportunity
to education and be what they can be!

| noticed that the relative was coming towards us accompanied by two policemen wearing Khaki shirt and Khaki
shorts with very pointy hats. | knew it was time | made a move. | took leave of the beaming mother and quickly
hurried towards my time machine.

Once back in time, | decided to complete my research on Thiru. Kamarajar using web resources. Did you know
the AUneducated Geniuso opened nearly 15000 school s
children? Did you know he brought O6éFree Educationd
and enforced a set syllabus and curriculum for the schools. He did all he could do to fulfill the educational needs
of Tamil Nadu and its children. IIT Madras was started during his time!

He also concentrated on the Agriculture of the state. He built many dams and increased the amount of agriculture
lands in the state. Irrigation facilities were arranged for a vast number of cultivation areas.

Major industries like BHEL, Neyveli Lignite Corporation and Manali Petroleum Refineries were started in his time!
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| realized, the more | read about him, the more | wanted to tell about him to the whole world. He became the
president of Indian National Congress in 1963. The entire nation and every one of its leaders realized that Thiru.
Kamaraj was a man of common sense and pragmatism. Everyone wanted his support, his advice, his opinion! He
usually said AAagattum Paarkallam!o (Let us see).

To know or write everything about this great man is like trying to measure the amount of water in the sea. Yet, if
this information you have in your hands is enough to ignite your thirst to learn more about Thiru. Kamaraj then | will

consider my job here is done!

References: http://www.kamaraj.com/chapl-lifel.htm

2010 Upcoming Events

Saturday, Jan 30, 2010 Pongal Celebration
Saturday, Apr 17, 2010 Tamil New Year Celebration
Saturday, May 15, 2010 Excursion to Longwood Garden

Memorial weekend May 29 -31 TNF Convention at Philadelphia

(www.tnfusa.org/convention)

Saturday, Jul 24, 2010 Picnic --arranged by Youth committee
Aug India Day / HATS participation

Oct Sangamam Day / HATS participation
Saturday, Nov 13, 2010 Festival Celebration

Pay your membership Page 6 of 15



Cl& ML

IIDEMLD L&)

SH(HEHOWIMETT SMUFFD Bilq HHGH| H(GHEVWITELE(S).
Bener Wle. @hSme|dhanest @m Sl GLm g
BITH M55 655T &HES0T S &M6uT BLIMTL_Lg UITETTSH6em6ITL
LetTend@GHS Seiterll, @mIFIL GLINL 196G Gglieunest
LSS Guille) DeuerBld QUBSH. (Pl bSelvn
D(HEGIGen6n all(WhiFell(h LSS 2 Mg eormer.

FHMeO6VUTE 6T(LDIHG|, HEBSTGETITIG. (LPETT
KeSTNalEhsE).. HNFH! gjbewio CHI FM&8,
(P&HSFIWID 2 L IDLIeID 61U (HHS6wT KT
QBMTLLIGTAIGHET. SESOTH6IT PLPlq. &HEIoT 6t 601
DIL_SS|6BTE [H(GH6VWIT.

LOMEmeV LOWBIGLD CHISE 0 STHI(HHSS ABS
LinwmessTL praisd. GUIML ig S JIDLIDTS, LPSSH6IT
626U0UM(HEUNTS BL_hG| IhG| LITTEOaUINTE6r 65T
FHETTHENET SL_1q LIGLITL_L_68TM1. HGHEVWIT QIHSMTET.
AN &1 CGNESTIq (HHS Fal L &HHeL DD
LS. hhelt GaLL ... "@hg S(HDLISHED6T
B0l Geunhm GLmyeligen 6165TM| HIDLENT&H6MT... 7

B STESTDNSS: & h&HG)| hGHOTalest GHT6v... "6160T
SIPAL (p&S560G 6]NGHeTTG6a Lisy T6ressT(hidarflen
LMiGGIell lefiger. @hg @msl Guimiq 616t
SESTEOTIDL S6m &S FHME1H|.  @l6sTM| GBI HTEm6T

weeMWD @& au(h&HemeT IGUTe, GleusfLiLm p@HLD

BleneuMM|; HeTTEBIDLISHEDHSHTET Kl 6m6VILITEST S|
6T60TLISN(G @hG GenL_ulley GMIGLING| HTesT
2_gmessTondL Gumul(priLgey GILhHenwGuw
DML HBM6IT. 67607 2 L_IbLI6Y @IIGLITG| (Heom
6TMNLIL_1q (THEGHEVMLD.  ,6BTITEV, 6T63T LOETT S|
QUIBLINGIGN6T 1816 IPSHTSH QNHLILIGTS

2_gwoTid Gmeo."

QDM SS Gal L (LD 6T(LDHGI MetTm| 6T(LHLILIu
DEHFL L6V 60F, HGeowmales CLEFHev eoul &g,
ShIGEDEMTGW MES (HHS H(heunsHener Geugns
IFS55H. AHES GHewtGL, Ijauiger et
BU6TTTS &6 HLIOML Y NDLISG60T - GMISILI
GuIML_1q.8&m6sT OMM& LI Iquiedlev!

Pay your membership

- Bharathi Pratheesh
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